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Racial Segregation Schools
The value of education is different in a black family than in a white family (Allen & Hood, 2017). This quote is common in many circles discussing the value white and black families place on education. It creates a stereotype that black families do not see the importance of education. In contrast, white families are believed to value education. The education system in the United States is made of a political structure that marginalizes those defined as the minority. A lot of research has been conducted on racial segregation and achievement gaps along racial lines in the United States’ education system.   
 The problem of negative beliefs towards black families in schools is not a new idea. Many educators have brought up concerns on teachers' racist assumptions about black families. On average, two-thirds of racial segregation is due to the difference in racial composition (Nisbett, 2011). Although teachers shouldn't be biased when it comes to their students, most of them hold negative beliefs about the African American students, mostly based on stereotypes from the media or social media platforms (Richard, 2011). At an age where students should be developing mentally and physically, teachers, in most cases, make black students question their intellectual capacity because the rampant white supremacy in school convinces them that they are less intelligent. 
Past racist researchers promoted the myth that Africans have a lower IQ than whites, which must have come from a place of vulnerability and desire to feel intellectually superior. Recent studies have revealed that there is an excellent chance of closing the gap between the whites and the blacks (Richard, 2011). A good example of misleading research was the bell curve (1994), which argued that the difference in intelligence between whites and blacks is due to genetics (Richard, 2011). This has been opposed by a recent study which reported that the difference between white Americans and black Americans is majorly due to segregation, lack of resources and high poverty levels among the African American community. 
In the 19th century, many white American scholars believed that Africans were intellectually inferior. IQ tests carried out in the 20th century have also reinforced the genetic view from the 19th century (Richard, 2011). This is because whites have been scoring high than blacks, which led to the assumption that the groups' difference is genetically biased. At the time, black were not receiving formal education as whites, or getting the resources in white school yet they were expected to score the same IQ tests as white who had already received quality formal education (Richard, 2011). The gap between whites and blacks is not just due to some obvious facts. Lack of resources, poverty, stereotypes, racial discrimination and long held negative beliefs about African Americans’ intellectual capacity are some of the factors that should be considered before making these conclusions. 
To bridge the gap between whites and black children, some significant interventions that have been tried in the past can be fully implemented to help curb the difference. Some of those inventions include the "Perry preschool project," which was carried out with poor black children in Michigan (Joseph, 2009). The project provided a full day activity which would boost the intellectual and academic skill in the kids. The Abecedarian program provided the same but for half a day. The programs resulted in huge academic gains that continue for an extended period. The intervention programs maybe are too expensive, but they pay off in the long run to the public. Lots can be done from the infancy stage to the college to reduce the achievement gap between the students. Shuey (2012) argues that the reduction of the achievement gap is possible `even if it involves the littlest steps to achieve the status quo. If people did what is within their power, the gap would significantly reduce in a short time than expected. Maybe society will realize the impact of the small interventions that can give significant results and try to implement them.
The most powerful link of achievement gaps is the disparity in average school poverty rates between the whites and the black student schools (Richard, 2011). This implies that high-poverty schools perform poorly when compared to lower-poverty schools, suggesting that the strategies employed to reduce poverty can better academic performance. Exposing students from poor backgrounds to better lives can challenge them to work harder (Douglas, 2004). Mixing white and black students in schools can also challenge social constructions on IQ and intelligence, and create a more uniform society that appreciates every ethnic group. 
Borman &Dowling (2013) say that both racial and social economical composition of schools are key elements of student outcomes. Both residential and school segregation might individually affect student’s outcomes. Several pieces of evidence indicate that the white and black students' schools differ in significant ways. Residential segregation, which means that students live in different neighborhoods with dissimilar conditions affects children's mental development and has long-term academic effects (Hendrin & Katz, 2018). Different social and economic factors in these segregated neighborhoods lead to achievement gaps and other educational differences because it translates to some students living in academically supportive places while other are distracted by drugs, high crime rates and violent parents.
Douglas, (2004) argues that schools in poor districts with minority students are underfunded, yet poor district schools in white neighborhoods have better funding. The disparity is entirely based on student’s ethnic groups and not economic factors (Hendrin & Katz, 2018). Research carried out by scientist David Monsenkis indicated that the poor districts receive more government funding than the affluent schools on record (Nisbett, 2011). Still, when he researched deeper, he found that "At any given poverty level, the districts have a higher proportion of white students getting a higher funding than the districts which have more minority students” (Nisbett, 2011). He concluded that matter how rich or poor the district is, funding gaps exist based on the racial composition of the school, and that an increased number of the minorities in a school deflates a districts funding level. The schools that have more black students get lower funding than the ones that have white students.
Economic conditions of parents affect performance of students. Economically stable parents are able to provide their children with books and all the needed resources, unlike poor parents who depend on the government. According to Turner (2019) many white parents have taken their children and left low-income and minority students in poorly performing public schools. With the low-income neighborhoods and the insufficient funding from the government, schools are left with little capital to educate the students leading to poor performance by the students and an endless cycle of poverty in the neighborhood.
Some scholars have been debating about the source and meaning of achievement gaps intensely (Lewis, 2020). Psychologists tend to understand achievement gaps as samples of assessment for bias and unfairness. To them, achievement gaps gotten from denying African American students quality education promotes white supremacy and makes white people, who came up with these scores, feel intellectually superior (Hendrin & Katz, 2018). Most research has supported this claim but they should consider a factor like the undervaluing of the educational achievement or a student spending less time studying before making their conclusions. With such factors it’s clear that if a student is not motivated, he or she will spend less time studying than the motivated student, which indicates much personal irresponsibility, (Socket et al. 2019). It is precisely because of other explanations that the research field rejects finding the relationship between a race and the test scores, which can indicate biases and unfairness.
Dyrbye et al. (2019) say that several theories suggest that African American culture facilitates academic achievement. Still, other theories suggest that associating with black culture contributes to the achievement gap by undermining the academic performance among the youths (Hendrin & Katz, 2018). This explanation has not been received well in academics but it’s still being thoroughly tested. This has led to assumption that individuals' minority groups show resentment towards the significant group by battling the school goals (Hendrin & Katz, 2018). In contrast, the dominant group maintains the optimistic views of their chances of academic and professional success.
Despite several improvements on some measures over the years, the gap in educational achievements between whites and the minority groups continues to expand. With scholars continuing to research the explanation to the same, it continues to frustrate the academics (Socket et al. 2019). Some researchers have assumed that social structural conditions result from differences in educational performances. Allen & Hood (2017) argue that in the United States, education is an excellent weapon against poverty and social inequity. Although the problem of injustice exists in the academic system, scholars have recounted an achievement gap among elementary children linked to socioeconomic status and race.
 Hakkinen et al (2019) say that African Americans parents are associated with lower academic achievement because parents’ involvement is positively related to children's academic performance. Increased parent involvement may be a strategy for reducing the achievement gap between whites and blacks. Park et al. (2017) explain that parent involvement may include things like attending parent- teacher conferences or helping the children with their homework, and discussing children's experience in the school. The effort needed to eliminate achievement gap may be tempered by two factors. Firstly, parents with poor achievement may have many challenges when engaging with the children. Secondly, positive influence from parents to their children maybe weak in some families, which reduces the parent’s effect on the child.
According to Alfred et al. (2005), oppositional culture is a common word used to define blocked opportunities framework. It also explains the racial disparities in academic achievement gap. Fernandez et al. (2019) say that certain social groups achieve lower levels of academic achievement due to their collective opposition towards normal behaviors. In the United States, black Americans are seen as the opposition to education whereby influential thesis claims that blacks feel pressured by their peers not to act white, which leads to blacks siding with the accusers by opposing the academics them to fit in.
Whaley& Noel (2012) argue that the oppositional culture does not consider that black Americans have very high academic and professional aspirations and pro-school attitudes. In most cases, their aspirations are even higher than their white counterparts (Saltman, 2020).The report of the high educational aspirations among the blacks compared to their low test scores and test brings up the "attitude-achievement paradox”(Almond,2012) . Minority achievement still lags behind white achievement despite the pro-school announcements. Therefore race and education are interconnected and the outcomes chosen to measure students' academic success from different races and ethnicities. Some of the students may resist school's success, but this should not be necessary due to blacks' oppositional culture. It may be as a result of other factors such as material conditions or differences in personal history (Merola, 2014).
These sources provide valuable information on racial segregation in schools in the United States. Additionally, it illustrates that racial academic and achievement gaps can be eliminated through inventions to reduce the achievement factors that contribute to inequality in schools. It discusses effects of achievement gap and how social economic factors affect students mentally. The "achievement gap” debate is still on research by scholars. What is clear though is that economic, political and social factors contribute to low performance in minority schools. Schools populated majorly by white students receive more funding. Studies on IQ cannot be deemed relevant unless students are placed in the same academic conditions for some time before they take the exams. 
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